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Today is World Youth Day and Pope Francis has a
crucial message for us all. He wants us to stand up and
be witnesses. He wants to hear our voices. So, I am
taking this opportunity to speak to you today.
Recently, Pope Francis sent a message to world leaders
at the UN climate talks in Glasgow – known as COP26.
He called on them to listen to the cry of the earth and
the cry of the poor. Our global sisters and brothers do
the least to cause the climate crisis, yet they are the
ones most affected by it.
Throughout the year, people in schools and parishes
have also raised their voices on these issues and have
been calling for politicians to show the leadership we
need to tackle the huge problems caused by climate
change. Now that the official talks are over, we need
make sure that promises are kept.
We have been gifted a beautiful world. All that God
asks of us is that we care for it – it’s that simple! So
today, on this World Youth Sunday, we are taking on
Pope Francis’ challenge to stand up and witness. We
are pledging our voices to share this message, to stand
up and to speak out for a world where everyone can
flourish. We hope that you will join us.
Thank you.
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“STAND UP. I APPOINT YOU AS
WITNESSES OF WHAT YOU HAVE SEEN”
based on Acts 26:16
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